
 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE  
Thanasis Kalpaxis, Professor of Classical Archaeology, 

University of Crete 
 

 Surname  Kalpaxis 

 First name  Thanasis 

 Father’s name Evangelos 

 Mother’s name Gavriella 

 Year of birth  1944 (24.7) 

 Place of birth  Athens 

 Address  Athens: 3a Markou Botsari St, Athens  14561 

    tel: 210 8087308 

    Rethymno: 4 Dafermou St, Rethymno  74100 

    tel: 28310 56627  &  28310 25146 

 Marital status  Married with one child 

 

 Studies 

1962 “Apolytirio” certificate of the German School of Athens 

1963-1967 Architectural studies (Technische Hochschule Karlsruhe) 

1967-1971 Archaeological studies (University of Heidelberg) 

Secondary disciplines: ancient history, pre-history  

 

 Academic titles 

1971 PhD of the Philosophical Faculty of the University of Heidelberg 

1982 Habilitation Thesis at the University of Heidelberg 

 

Professional career 

1962-1963              Associate of architectural office of G.Rizopoulos, Athens 

1969-1972            Academic assistant at the library of the Archaeological Institute,             

                                            Heidelberg 

1972-1982 Lecturer, Archaeological Institute of Heidelberg 

1982-1984                Reader, Archaeological Institute of Heidelberg 

1984    Assistant professor, Archaeological Institute of Heidelberg 

1984     Elected associate professor, 

University of Crete 



1990   Elected Professor, University of Crete 

 

 Excavations activity 

1967 Participation in the University of Heidelberg excavation 

at Policoro/Heraklia  (Lower Italy) 

1971-1972 Participation in the excavation of Ireo on Samos under the direction of 

Prof. E.Homman-Wedeking 

1975 and 1978 Participation in the excavation of Ireo on Samos under the direction of 

Prof. H.Kyrieleis 

1983 Excavation at Gallos, Rethymno 

1985-   Excavation at Eleftherna, Mylopotamos,   

Direction of Section II of the excavation 

1992-1993 Participation in the excavation of Siris (Lower Italy) 

in co-operation with the University of Naples and the local  

Antiquities Conservancy 

1994- Excavation at ancient Itanos in co-operation with the French 

Archaeological School 

 

Research activity 

1988-1998 Collaborator of the Institute of Mediterranean Studies and responsable of 

the research programme Archaeology and Politics 

1992-1993 Director of research programme (creation of atlas of historical monuments 

of Crete), in the framework of the STRIDE programme and in co-operation 

with the University of Crete 

1995-1998 Participation in two research programmes of the IMS approved within the 

context of EPET II (Anthemion – Construction material) 

 

Administration activity 

1971-1984 Responsible for the Archaeological Institute of Heidelberg library 

1985-1986 Chairman of the committee of the library of the University of Crete 

1985-1987  President of the Department of Archaeology and History, University 

 and 1988-1989 of Crete 

and 1990 

1988-1991 President of the local archaeological board of Monuments of Western 

Crete and deputy president of the local archaeological board of 

Monuments of Eastern Crete 

1985-   Co-director of excavations at Eleftherna 



1992 Deputy director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies 

1993 Deputy to the acting director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies 

1993   Elected director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies 

1998-   Re-elected director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies 

2002-2003            Director of the Archaeology-History of Art Section of  ,the  

                                 University of Crete 

 

Other activities 

1989-   Member of the editorial committee of the magazine Kritiki Estia 

 

Academic distinctions 

1969-1971 DAAD scholarship 

1984 Three-month stay in Paris as part of the French-German teacher 

exchange 

1987     Scholarship to Princeton University, two-month stay in Princeton, NJ 

1988      Ministry of Culture of France scholarship, five-month stay in Paris 

(Paris I – Sorbonne) 

1990    Associate member of the German Archaeological Institute 

1991 Scholarship to Princeton University, two-month stay in Princeton, NJ 

1992 Visiting researcher to CNRS (Directeur associé),  six-month stay in Paris 

1995 and 1997 Visiting professor to Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 

Paris 

1996 and 1997 Visiting professor to the Paris I – Sorbonne University 

 

Other distinctions 

1994 Freeman of the village of Eleftherna 

1995 First Prize of the Prefecture of Rethymnon 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

a) Monographs 
1) Früharchaische Baukunst in Griechenland und Kleinasien (1976) 

2) Hemiteles. Akzidentelle Unfertigkeit und “Bossen-Stil“ in der griechischen Baukunst (1986) 

3) Archaeology and Politics I. Archaeology on Samos 1850-1914 (1990) 

4) Archaeology and Politics ΙΙ. The excavation of the temple of Artemis, Corfu 1911 (1993) 

 

b) Monographs in co-operation with others 



1) Das archaische Nordtor und seine Umgebung, Samos IV (1978) (in co-operation with H.P. 

Isler) 

2) Eleftherna ΙΙ, 1. Inscriptions from Pyrgi and Nisi (1991) (in co-operation with Η. van 

Effenterre, A. Petropoulou, Ε. Stavrianopoulou) 

3) Eleftherna ΙΙ, 2. A Hellenistic house (house A) in the location Nisi (1994) (in co-operation 

with Α. Furtwaengler, A. Schnapp  and a group of specialist academics and students) 

 

c) Articles 
 

 

1) Zum außergewöhnlichen Triglyphenfries vom Apollontempel C in 

Thermos (Archäologischer Anzeiger 1974, 107 cont.) 

2) Bemerkungen zu den Innensäulen des Heraion von Olympia  

(Athenische Mitteilungen 90, 1975, 83 cont.) 

3) Die Pfostenlöcher unter dem Naxier-Oikos von Delos (Forschungen und 

Funde. Festschrift B.Neutsch (1980) 273 cont.) 

4) Das Beizeichen sikyonischer Alexandertetradrachmen (Tainia. 

Festschrift R. Hampe (1980) 291 cont.) 

5) Hat Pausanias die Tholos von Marmaria erwähnt? (Archäologischer 

Anzeiger 1985, 673 cont.) 

6) Alkyoneus als Zecher (Archäologischer Anzeiger 1986, 677 cont.) 

7)  Naxier-Oikos I und andere Baugerüste  (Archäologischer Anzeiger 

1990, 149 cont 

8) Μια Αριάδνη στη Βοστώνη (An Ariadni in Boston) (Ariadni. Academic 

Yearbook, University of Crete 4, 1993, 59 cont.) 

9) Τµήµατα δύο επιγραφών από την Ελεύθερνα (Sections of two 

inscriptions from Eleftherna) (Kritika Chronika  28-29, 1988-89, 127 

cont., in co-operation with Α. Petropoulou ) 

10) Ανασκαφές Ελεύθερνας 1987 (Excavations at Eleftherna) (2, 1988, 302 

cont.) 

11) Ανασκαφές Ελεύθερνας 1988 (Excavations at Eleftherna (Kritiki Estia 3, 

1989-90, 271 cont.) 

12) Οι φιλοσοφικές σχολές, Αδυναµία µεταρρύθµισης ;  (Tο Πανεπιστήµιο 

στην Eλλάδα σήµερα.) (The philosophical schools, Reform impossible? 

(The University in Greece today) Est. S,Karagiorga [1991] 272 cont.) 

13) Kλασική αρχαιολογία στο Πανεπιστήµιο Kρήτης (Classical Archaeology 

at the University of Crete) ( a 46, 1993, 38 cont.) 



14) Αρχαία δηµοκρατία και σύγχρονη Ελλάδα (Ancient democracy and 

Modern Greece) in: Venticinque secoli dopo l’ invenzione della 

Democrazia (1998) 165 cont. 

15) Σαµιακών αρχαιολογικών παραλειπόµενα, (Archaeology on Samos, 

paralipomena) in: Η Σάµος από τα βυζαντινά χρόνια µέχρι σήµερα,  

Τοµ. Β’ (Samos from the Byzantine era until today, Vol 2) (1998)  287 

cont. 

16) Επιρροές της γαλλογερµανικής αντιπαράθεσης του 19ου αιώνα στην 

κατασκευή της εικόνας της αρχαίας Ελλάδας στο:  Ένας κόσµος 

γεννιέται. Η εικόνα του ελληνικού πολιτισµού στη γερµανική επιστήµη 

κατά τον 19ο αι. (Influences of the 19th century Franco-German dispute 

on the making of the image of ancient Greece in: A world is born. The 

image of Greek civilization in German academia in the 19th Century) 

(1996) 41-58 

17) Itanos 1994,  (in co-operation with Α. Schnapp,  D. Viviers), BCH 119, 

1995, 713 cont. 

18) Ενας κλίβανος κεραµικής από την ελληνιστική Ελεύθερνα (A potter’s kiln 

from ancient Eleftherna (in Pottery workshops in Crete, 1996, pp. 41-45) 

19) Η τυραννία του αρχαιοελληνικού µεγαλείου The tyranny of ancient 

Greek grandeur (in: Art Review. A critical twelve years, Moraitis School 

Study Society, 1996, pp. 201- 207). 

20) Η Ελλάδα και οι ξένες σχολές. Η πολιτική ενός νεαρού έθνους µε 

«παλαιό»  πολιτισµό, (150 χρόνια Γαλλικής Σχολής Αθηνών, Les 

politiques  de  l’ archaeologie, 2000, 9 cont.) 

21) Μαζί δεν  κάνουµε και χώρια δεν µπορούµε (We can’t live together and 

we can’t live apart) (Synchrona themata 64, 1997, pp. 62-66) 

22) Itanos 1995 (in co-operation with E. Greco, Α. Schnapp,  D. Viviers), 

BCH 120, 1996, 941 κ.εξ. 

23) Itanos 1996 (in co-operation with E. Greco, Α. Schnapp,  D. Viviers), 

BCH 121, 1997 

24) Eleutherna Zufallsfunde aus einer der hell. Nekropolen der Stadt  

(Archaeologischer Anzeiger 2000, to be published, in co-operation with 

Ν. Τσατσάκη) 

25) Το παρελθόν ως εξουσία  (The past as power) (paper presented at the 

S.Karagiorga conference 1999, «∆οµές και σχέσεις εξουσίας στη 

σηµερινή Ελλάδα» (Structures and power relations in Greece today) 

(2000) 31 cont.) 



26) Ανασκαφές Ελεύθερνας (Excavations at Eleftherna) 1995-1997 (Kritiki 

Estia 8, 2000/01, 306 cont.) 

27) Die Vorgeschichte und die Nachwirkungen des Olympia-Vertrags aus 

griechischer Sicht (Proceedings of conference in Berlin, to be published) 

28) Αντανακλάσεις κοινωνικών προτύπων στους αγώνες της αρχαίας 

Ελλάδας (Reflections of social models in the games of Ancient Greece) 

(International Olympic Academy 2001, 71 cont.) 

29) The Olympic Games of Antiquity (International Olympic Academy 1995, 

41  cont.)  

30) Le citta Cretesi (στο: E. Greco, La citta Greca antica (1999) 111 cont.)  

31) Itanos 2000 (in co-operation with E. Greco, Α. Schnapp,  D. Viviers), 

BCH 125, 2001, 125 cont. 

32) Οι λάτρεις της αρχαιότητας  (The worshippers of antiquity)  

Pol.Press 30, 2002) 

33) Καταστροφές  µνηµείων, «χάριν συµφερόντων  των ζώντων» 

(Destruction of monuments “in the interests of the living”) (Archaeologia 

87,  2003, 50 cont.) 

34) Bibliokrisia E. Wolf-Crome, Zwischen Olymp und Acheron  (Gymnasium 

81, 1974, 160 cont.) 

 

 

Lectures 
I have presented my research at the invitation of the Universities of Princeton, Heidelberg, 

Saarbrücken, Paris-I Sorbonne, Seattle, Paris EHES, Frankfurt, as well as the French 

Archaeological School of Athens. I was invited to “Days of Greek Presidency of EEC 1989”. 

Lectures at the Rethymnon Cultural Association and the International Olympic Academy. 

Participation in conferences in Athens, Samos, Crete, Marseilles, Tunis, Berlin and Paestum.  

 

 

 


